

ADOPTED 5/27/14


Introduced by Council Member Yarborough & Co-sponsored by  

Council Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-327-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF FORMER JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE DEPUTY MARK LARSON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, a native of Houston, Texas, Mark Larson joined the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office in 1988 and served with distinction as a patrol officer; and


WHEREAS, while on patrol in January 1993, Officer Larson was stopped by a woman who claimed to be a kidnap victim and pointed out the alleged perpetrator approaching in a car; Officer Larson attempted to question the uncooperative driver, opened the vehicle door to detain the suspect, and was dragged for nearly 300 feet as the suspect tried to drive away before being shot and killed by Officer Larson; and


WHEREAS, Officer Larson suffered terrible injuries that day, including two broken legs, a broken hip, and severe damage to his left arm that caused it to be amputated several days later; and 


WHEREAS, despite intensive rehabilitation, Officer Larson was never able to achieve his dream of returning to active duty, and retired from the Sheriff’s Office with a disability pension in 1996; and


WHEREAS, despite lingering health problems as a result of these traumatic injuries, Mark Larson lived an active, productive, happy life in the nearly 20 years since his retirement, raising an adopted son with his new wife, coaching T-ball, playing golf and video games, and enjoying life to its fullest before his most recent bout of medical complications leading to his untimely passing; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the heroic life and mourns the untimely passing of former Sheriff’s deputy Mark Larson, and extends its most sincere condolences to his family, friends and former colleagues. Mark Larson’s bravery, optimism, and perseverance will be long remembered by those who had the honor to know him, and his presence will be greatly missed.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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